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INTRODUCTION

Film critics

Social context

FILM ELEMENTS

The 2015 Netflix series, Stranger Things, sits at a peculiar
crossroad between the criterion of success in popular culture
(Duffer & Duffer, 2016). The unexpected commercial success
and appraisal from critics of the series not only reflects the
current rise of nostalgia but also its ability to resound with the
masses whilst informing us about the ways we can deal with
the frustrations caused by contemporary social issues. It is
therefore unsurprising that the effectiveness of the text itself
requires the aid of intertextual influences, genre conventions,
recurring themes, mise-en-scene, and other film elements to
convey a narrative and aesthetic that resonates with its
audiences.

CULTURAL CONTEXT

RELATIONSHIPS within the text

OVERVIEW
Genre

In-text citations

Stranger Things is set in the fictional town of Hawkins, Indiana in 1983. It mixes Horror
with Sci-fi and Mystery genres centered around a group of young boys, Mike Wheeler,
Dustin Henderson, and Lucas Sinclair on their search for their missing friend, Will
Byers. A telekinetic laboratory runaway, "Eleven", escapes from a mysterious
government facility on the very same night Will disappears. Through the use of their
toys, board games, and fictional theories, along with Eleven's help, the boys begin to
piece the clues together (Duffer & Duffer, 2016). The series was surprisingly successful
particularly so since Netflix chose to believe in the "contagion factor" by not marketing
it at all (ldato, 2017). These institutional factors become interesting when looking at the
speed of throughput in mainstream media today, which runs on spontaneity and
instantaneity of mass communication, making competition fiercer than ever before.
Therefore, there must be particular qualities in the work that makes it capable of
surviving this elimination process.
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Nostalgia, without a doubt, is one of these qualities that accounts for the popularity
of Stranger Things. Over the past few years, there is, in fact, a surging wave of
revived material put back into the throughput of today's motion-picture industry
(Antunes, 2017). Stranger Things makes numerous nods towards the aesthetics
and narrative features in 1980s cinema, from the train track scene in "Stand by me"
and archetypal analysis using "Star Wars" to nighttime bike rides in "ET" and Jack
Torrance in "The Shining", which resonates with a majority of the series' audience grown up Gen-Xs ("Influences&," n.d.) (Evans, Scheinman, & Reiner, 1986) (Kurtz
& Lucas, 1977) (Spielberg, Kennedy, & Spielberg, 1982) (Kubrick, 1980).
lntertextuality, however, has become "weaponized as a new form of emotional
currency" in today's mass production of media and therefore cannot be accounted
entirely for the show's success (Nerdwriter1, 2016).
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Depicting the power of childhood and references to toys has reminded the Gen-X audience of a
fonder time, in effect drawing an emotional connection to the story. Through the use of toys,
the series' depiction of childlike creativity, imagination and innocence offer the audience a great
contrast, remedy, and encouragement in the turbulent context of 2015.
Toys were used extensively by the three friends on their mission to recover Will. For example,
when Eleven explains that Will is trapped in the "Upside down" by fli pping over the "Dungeons
and Dragons" campaign board, it shows us how children exercise their developing rationality
and social awareness through toys, creating insatiable childhood "adventures" that fade away
as people grow into adulthood (Wisecrack, 2017). This childhood spirit reminds and refreshes
our audiences. 1980s Hawkins presents an idealization of a memory that juxtaposes against the
backdrop of the contemporary complexities of political division, secretive agencies, technology,
terrorist threats, populism, racial tensions, mass shootings, and the feeling of alienation and
hopelessness that wears the everyday person down (K., 2017).
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These frustrations and the feeling of helplessness was reflected in data from
Pew Research Center, with public trust in America's government falling
since 2000 to an all-time low of 19% in 2015 (Doherty, Kiley, & Tyson,
2015). Stranger Things speaks to the yearning for memories no longer
present in today's adulthood. The small town community depicted also
reminds the audience of a simpler time where intentions are simple - find
Will and evade the lurking monster - instead of the suspicions against
worldwide cooperation and the liberal democracy. In this way, the depiction
of children piecing things together, overcoming obstacles and reconciling
with one another even serves to inform its audiences what the essential
ingredients to the remedy against today's frustration might be.
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The scene chosen for this
textual analysis comes from
the very beginning of the
series. Naturally, the
sequence has the duty to
not only establish our
characters, settings,
themes, narrative and
genre, but it also needs to
reel in the attention of
potential fans. Since there
are certain conventions
within the horror and sci-fi
genre, the usurpation of
them can deter them from
continuing.
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The series thrusts us into the chase of a staff member in a
government facility by what is assumed to be the looming
supernatural monster we encounter later on. This immediately links
the government, supernatural forces, and mystery as a single entity,
which resonates strongly as it mirrors the public distrust in the
government and the feeling of helplessness. The flickering low key
lighting in the dim environment, combined with the swift dolly,
tracking, and panning camera movements, and rhythmic cuts done
in conjunction with the sound creates a desaturated, dynamic,
fast-paced, and suspenseful scene typified in the horror genre as
seen in "Halloween" and "The Shining" from the 80s (Figure 1 )(Hill
& Carpenter, 1980)(Kubrick, 1980).
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The bird's eye shot on the staff member
as he slowly looks up also resembles
how horror films create suspense: they
reveal the reaction of the horror rather
than the horror itself (Figure 2). Our
character is placed in a position of
complete vulnerability and danger much like all of the eventual quest our
characters will go through against a
petrifying dark force with telekinetic
powers with the flickering fluorescent
lights, foreshadowing the powers of
Eleven from the "upside down". This
opening chase scene clearly shows the
embodiment of genre conventions in
order to appeal to and prime the
audience's minds with mystery and
horror, hooking them on to the show.
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The episode then transitions into the introduction of our
protagonist, though not before a close up on the sprinklers (Figure
3). Although we have left the eerie facility, the air of suspense
carries through with the mise-en-scene. This effect is coupled
when the jittering movements of the sprinklers resembling the
flickering of the lights and its rhythm also mirror the music in the
previous scene (ScreenPrism, 2017). The suburban setting is also
introduced, which is another convention used in the horror genre
as exemplified by Spielberg's "The Poltergeist" (Marshall,
Spielberg, & Hooper, 1982). A sound before vision is then used
with the voices of the kids playing "Dungeons & Dragons" while
having the sprinklers still occupying the frame, before it cuts to the
vision of the kids, creating a sense of eeriness with the feeling that
they are observed from outside the house.
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STUDY THE
EXEMPLAR
This is a particularly sophisticated textual
analysis. The work demonstrates excellent
use of research and citations. Screen
grabs are intelligently chosen used to
illustrate points of analysis. The language
flows easily and it is clear that this
candidate has worked hard and effectively
in the research and writing stages of the
assessment task.
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Textual Analysis
SEMESTER EXAM Begins Week 10 - DUE WEEK 13
TEXTUAL ANALYSIS ASSESSMENT END OF YEAR 1

You will demonstrate your
knowledge and
understanding of how
meaning is constructed in
film.

Choose a five minute
extract from a prescribed
film and complete a written
analysis.
You will consider the
cultural context of the film
and a variety of film
elements.

You have one month to
complete this task.
You will submit a textual
analysis (1,750 words
maximum) and a list of all
sources used.
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