
3 Minute Film              

Reel 3 

Ms St Clair

Upcoming Assessments
Developing your story



Reel 3 The final ‘chapter’ of your production reel 
is a film no longer than  3 minutes (this does 
not include your black slate) 



Film Portfolio
Textual 
Analysis

Comparative Study

3 minutes
(2-6 clips)

Weeks 

3 minutes
(2-6 clips) 3 minute film

IAR/3 pages IAR/3 pages IAR/3 pages

1,750 words

Works cited

10 minute video essay

works cited

Year 1 Year 2

HL  
Collaborative 

Project

7 minute film

works cited
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Textual Analysis

You will demonstrate your 
knowledge and 
understanding of how 
meaning is constructed in 
film. 

Choose a five minute 
extract from a prescribed 
film and complete a written 
analysis.  

You will consider the 
cultural context of the film 
and a variety of film 
elements. 

You have one month to 
complete this task.  

You will submit a textual 
analysis (1,750 words 
maximum) and a list of all 
sources used. 

Externally 
Assessed 
(EA) 
30%  SL Review your feedback 

Lessons in analysis 
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Lessons in analysis 
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Film Portfolio

Students submit the following.  

A.Portfolio pages (9 pages 
maximum: 3 pages maximum 
per film production role) and a 
list of all sources used.  

B.A film reel (9 minutes 
maximum: 3 minutes maximum 
per film production role, 
including one completed film). 

+
Internally  
Assessed 
(IA) 
40%  SL 

Roles 1 and 2 showcases 
practical skills and 
techniques through 
participation in film 
exercises and 
experiments in your 
chosen role.  

Your third reel will be 
one complete 3 
minute film. 
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3 minute film
● PITCH   

● SCRIPT  
● Production meetings  
● Final Production Reel 
● Final Portfolio pages  
● Final Reel and Pages assembly 

Internally Assessed 
(IA) 
40%  SL 
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●  Groups of 2-4 (with people you are in touch with) 
●   Do not duplicate role 
●   No one around?  Make the film yourself. A group is not 

mandatory 

Reel 3

You will:
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Comparative 
Study

You will carry out research into a 
chosen area of film focus, 
identifying and comparing two films 
from contrasting cultural contexts 
and present your discoveries as a 
recorded multimedia comparative 
study.  

You will submit: 
▪ A recorded multimedia 

comparative study (10 
minutes maximum).  

▪ A list of all sources used. 

+

Externally  
Assessed 
(EA) 

30%  SL 
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Comparative Study +
Externally  
Assessed 
(EA) 

30%  SL 

● Thesis   Week 52 
● Works Cited  Week 53 
● Storyboard  Week 54 
● Comparative Study 

completion Week 56 

Weeks 48-52

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=fO_j-TXfeIM


Developing 
your story 

……………………………

\

Develop your STORY



1st minute 2nd minute 3rd minute

Develop your STORY

The Three Act Structure



Develop your STORY

What is your Opening Shot?
Opening Shots Tell us Everything

how are you ending your 
story?

How to End a Movie

How to Write a Great Ending

The Coen Brothers: How to end a film 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wq6kFZieNQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-YfeU82uqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtYrpJZoAA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-IZrGERb4U


Develop your STORY

“Rather than tell an 
audience who a character 

is, I like to show the 
audience what the 

character wants. “ 

Aaron Sorkin,  
screenwriter  

Step 1: Failure 

Step 2: Ambition 

Step 3: Conflict 

Step 4: Success at a Cost 

Step 5: Redemption

Develop your Characters

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wq6kFZieNQs


Passengers

Character Arc 

Who are the characters?  
Why do we care about the protagonist?  (Is 
the protagonist relatable?) 
What is the plot (what does the character 
want)?  
What is the theme (what does the 
character need?) 
How does the character change/evolve? 

Develop your STORY

https://vimeo.com/73589808
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=passengers+short+film+vimeo&view=detail&mid=AD0F25CF6F965CDB62F4AD0F25CF6F965CDB62F4&FORM=VIRE


Short films need a strong hook or a clever twist. 

A twist is not necessarily a surprise ending (Fight Club or 
Shutter Island). 

Be unique, do the unexpected, such as mixing two classic 
film genres and subverting the expectations of both.

Pick a genre, 
then twist it

The best short film ideas are the simplest ones. 

Focus on characters instead of elaborate scenarios.

Look at Pixar's Storytelling Formula.  Here, the 
primary focus is on building compelling characters, 
not complicated storylines. 

Developing the most compelling antagonist is 
another alternative.

A Character study

Develop your STORY

……………………………………………….

https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/the-pixar-storytelling-formula-an-inside-look/
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/essential-principles-for-creating-the-ultimate-antagonist/


Develop your STORY

What is your color palette?
10 Best Uses of Color

How are you using objects to 
tell your story?

Guillermo del Toro: How objects tell the story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tILIeNjbH1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4IN79hmRls


Develop your STORY

How are you using objects to 
tell your story?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4IN79hmRls


Short films 
require the 
same skills as 
writing a 
feature length 
script – just on 
a smaller scale. 
Study them!

Develop your STORY

https://www.stclair-film.com/3-minute-film.html
https://www.stclair-film.com/3-minute-film.html


•From Short to Feature - Whiplash 
•Doodlebug - Christopher Nolan 
•49 Best Short Films by StudioBinder 
•Passengers 
‣ Aaron Sorkin- How to Develop Characters  

‣ Opening Shots Tell us Everything 

‣ Top 10 Opening Shots 

‣ How Spielberg Introduces Characters 

‣ How to Introduce a character Woody Allen style 

‣ JJ Abrams - The Mystery Box TED Talk 

‣ How to End a Movie 

‣ Ex-Machina: The Control of Information 

‣ 10 Best Uses of Color 

‣ Guillermo Del Toro: How Objects Tell the Story 

‣ How to Write a Great Ending 

‣ The Coen Brothers: How to end a film  

‣ First and Final Frames 

‣

Visit these links! Follow MyEdOnline for Assignment on 
Role 3 and 
Textual Analysis work 

Fill out google doc for Production teams

https://vimeo.com/183575305
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtDGJI32k2k
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/best-short-films/
https://vimeo.com/73589808
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wq6kFZieNQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1lMnbvf5eM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlrLXz3XEqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlrLXz3XEqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKs-sTZLPKs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-YfeU82uqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tILIeNjbH1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4IN79hmRls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtYrpJZoAA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-IZrGERb4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pMxLGgOzH8

